The Women of the Anti-Slavery Movement
Harriet Tubman



March 10, 2013, marked the centennial of Harriet Tubman’s death. Tubman, a runaway slave born in 1822, became the most famous “conductor” on the Underground Railroad, the secret network of safe houses used by runaway slaves to escape to freedom. 
Susan B. Anthony


(February 15, 1820 – March 13, 1906) was a prominent American civil rights leader who played a pivotal role in the 19th century women's rights movement to introduce women's suffrage into the United States. In 1856, Anthony further attempted to unify the African-American and women's rights movements when, recruited by abolitionist Abby Kelley Foster, she became an agent for William Lloyd Garrison's American Anti-Slavery Society of New York.

Mary Ellen Pleasants



Mary Ellen Pleasants was a 19th Century woman entrepreneur of partial African descent widely known as Mammy Pleasant, who used her fortune to further the abolitionist movement. She worked on the Underground Railroad across many states and then helped bring it to California during the Gold Rush Era. She was a friend and financial supporter of John Brown and well known in abolitionist circles. After the Civil War she took her battles to the courts in the 1860s, and won several civil rights victories, one of which was cited and upheld in the 1980s and resulted in her being called “The Mother of Human Rights in California”.
Angelina and Sarah Grimké



The Grimke sisters were 19th century Southern American Quakers, educators and writers who were early advocates of abolitionism and women's rights. They were born in Charleston, South Carolina. Sarah Moore Grimke was born on November 26, 1792 and Angelina Emily Grimke was born on February 20,1805. Throughout their lives, they traveled throughout the North, lecturing about their first hand experiences with slavery on their family's plantation. Among the first women to act publicly in social reform movements, they received abuse and ridicule for their abolitionist activity. They both realized that women would have to create a safe space in the public arena to be effective reformers. They became early activists in the women's rights movement, as well.
Sarah Parker Remond



(June 6, 1826 – December 13, 1894) Remond was an African-American physician, lecturer, abolitionist, and agent of the American Anti-Slavery Society. She delivered speeches throughout the United States on the horrors of slavery. Because of her eloquence, she was chosen to travel to England to gather support for the abolitionist cause in the United States and, after the American Civil War started, for support of the Union Army and the Union blockade of the Confederacy.
Maria W. Stewart



(1803 – February 6, 1880) Marie Stewart was an African-American journalist, lecturer, abolitionist, and women's rights activist. Stewart was the first American woman to speak to a mixed audience of men, women, whites and blacks, such an audience was termed a "promiscuous" audience during the early 19th century. She was the first African-American woman to lecture about women’s rights — particularly the rights of black women — religion, and social justice among black people. She was also the first African-American woman to make public anti-slavery speeches.
Lydia Maria Child
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(February 11, 1802 – October 20, 1880) Lydia Child was an American abolitionist, women's rights activist, opponent of American expansionism, Indian rights activist, novelist,  journalist and Unitarian. Her journals, fiction, and domestic manuals reached wide audiences from the 1820s through the 1850s. She at times shocked her audience, as she tried to take on issues of both male dominance and white supremacy in some of her stories. Despite these challenges, Child was later most remembered for her poem, Over the River and Through the Woods about Thanksgiving.
Maria Weston Chapman



 (July 25, 1806 - July 12, 1885) Chapman was an American abolitionist. She was elected to the executive committee of the American Anti-Slavery Society in 1839 and from 1839 until 1842, she served as editor of the anti-slavery journal, Non-Resistant.
Frances Ellen Watkins Harper
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(September 24, 1825 – February 22, 1911) Harper was an African-American abolitionist, poet and author. Born free in Baltimore, Maryland, she had a long and prolific career, publishing her first book of poetry at age 20 and her first novel, the widely praised Iola Leroy, at age 67.
Sojourner Truth


  

(1797 – November 26, 1883) Sojourner Truth was the self-given name, from 1843 onward, of Isabella Baumfree, an African-American abolitionist and women's rights activist. Truth was born into slavery in Swartekill, Ulster County, New York, but escaped with her infant daughter to freedom in 1826. After going to court to recover her son, she became the first black woman to win such a case against a white man. Her best-known extemporaneous speech on gender inequalities, "Ain't I a Woman?", was delivered in 1851 at the Ohio Women's Rights Convention in Akron, Ohio. During the Civil War, Truth helped recruit black troops for the Union Army.
